ENGLISH IV Science Fiction & Fantasy – Fall Semester


Vocabulary/Grammar:  Vocabulary will be compiled and assessed through our literature readings as well as SAT prep words (100 words/semester).  Specific grammar lessons will focus on usage, conventions, hyphens, coordination and subordination, correct use of modifiers, agreement, and parallel structure.
	
	
	

	DATE
	READING/WRITING
	LITERATURE

	August 21/23/26
	Introduction
	Introduction

	Aug. 28
	Introduction
	Introduction Science Fiction

	Aug. 30
	
	

	Sept. 4
	Alien Encounters
	Silverberg “Passengers,” Moore “Shambleau

	Sept. 6
	
	Weinbaum “A Martian Odyssey” Clarke “The Sentinel”

	Sept. 9
	Radio Announcement
	Sheckley “Specialist” Kelly “Think Like a Dinosaur”

	Sept. 11
	
	

	Sept. 13
	DCE Author and Novel Proposal Written Review
	

	Sept. 16
	
	

	Sept. 18
	ThinkPiece – “Imaginative Representations”
	Kress “Out of All Them Bright Stars” Wolfe “Useful Phrases

	Sept. 20
	
	Nonfiction – Jodell “Mediating Moore…..”, Carey and Schmitt excerpts from Witness to Roswell

	Sept. 23
	
	Poetry – Kunitz “The Abduction,” Hayden “[American Journal]”, Raine “A Martian Sends a Postcard Home,” Cato “The Box of Dust and Monsters”

	Sept. 25
	Project – Alien image has changed
	Film – Close Encounters of Third Kind, Hawking vs. Kaku (alien arrival)

	Sept. 27
	
	

	Oct. 2
	
	

	Oct. 4
	Apocalypse/Post Apocalypse
	Wells “The Star” Ballard “The Cage of Sand”

	Oct. 7
	Finish Novel #1

Wells “The Star” short essay prompt
	Bradbury “There will Come Soft Rains” Nogha “Chippoke Na Gomi”

	Oct. 11
	
	Leiber “Coming Attraction” Butler “Speech Sounds”

	Oct. 14
	Intro to Character Essay
	Nonfiction – Bates “Octavia Butler:  Writing Herself into the Story,”  NY Daily News article

Pooley, Socolow article, Chernobyl article

	Oct. 16
	Personal poem “End of the World”

Character Essay Intro Paragraph DUE
	Poetry – Byron “Darkness”  Harjo “Perhaps the World Ends Here”

	Oct. 18
	ThinkPiece – “Inward Looking”
	Film – The War of the World, The Road Warrior, Wells radio broadcast

	Oct. 23
	Character Essay Body Paragraph DUE


	

	Oct. 25
	Artificial/Posthuman Lifeforms Character Essay Body Paragraph DUE

	Hawthorne “Rappaccini’s Daughter” Aldiss “Super Toys…,”

	Oct. 28
	
	Asimov “Reason” Bester “Fondly Fahrenheit”

	Oct. 30
	Character Essay Body Paragraph DUE
	Davidson “The Golem” Le Guin “Nine Lives”

	November 1
	Character Essay Conclusion Paragraph DUE
	Chiang “Exhalation”

	Nov. 4
	
	Nonfiction – Pierce article, Marcus article

Poetry – Ferguson, Pinsky, Google AI

	Nov. 6
	Design a Robot project
	Film – Blade Runner, AI, Frank and Robot
Humans Need Not Apply - youtube

	Nov. 8
	DCE Character Essay DUE
	

	Nov. 13
	
	

	Nov. 15
	
	

	Nov. 18
	
	

	Nov. 20
	
	

	Nov. 22
	
	

	November 25 – 29
	THANKSGIVING
	BREAK

	December 2
	DCE Novel #2 Finished


	

	Dec. 4
	
	

	Dec. 6
	DCE Novel #2 In class writing assignment
	

	Dec. 9
	Computers/Virtual Reality
	Dick “We Can Remember…” Gibson “Burning Chrome”

	Dec. 11
	
	Cadigan “Pretty Boy Crossover” Gunn “Computer Friendly”

	Dec. 13
	
	Nonfiction – Kucukalic excerpts, Moleti article, Goicoecha paper

	Dec. 16
	My Virtual Reality Project
	Poetry – Wildman; Film – The Matrix

	Dec. 18
	Supernatural/Magic – 

The Emperor’s Soul, Brandon Sanderson
	Excerpts – Lewis, The Lion The Witch and the Wardrobe, Andersen “The Little Mermaid”  Rowling Harry Potter…

	Dec. 20
	
	Nonfiction: LeGuin “The Question I Get Asked Most Often”

	December 23 – January 3
	
	

	Jan. 6
	
	Poe “The Fall of the House of Usher” Gaiman “October in the Chair”

	Jan. 8
	
	Moore “The Black God’s Kiss”

	Jan. 10
	
	

	Jan. 13
	
	Tolkien “On Fairy Stories” excerpts

	Jan. 15
	
	Mendlesohn/James – A Short History of Fantasy

	Jan. 17
	
	Berkum “The Fantasy of Hans Christian Andersen”

	Jan. 21
	
	Poetry – Allingham, Lord Alfred Tennyson

	
	
	

	January 22-24
	SEMESTER
	EXAMS


